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Between the years of 2008-2010 I worked as a Sex Education Teacher for a Hospital in 
Humboldt Park. They would send me around to all the schools in the neighborhood to teach an 
Abstinence Only curriculum to students from 6th grade up through high school. Many people 
have strong opinions for or against Abstinence Only education. But regardless, I did that job 
really well. 
 
It was common for me to arrive at a public school for the first day of my classes, to be greeted 
by an angry progressive teacher or counselor who felt the need to make me aware of their 
opposition to the existence of my educational program, and threaten me in case I said anything 
they deemed inappropriate. I would tell them to come in and see for themselves. They always 
approved.  
 
But there was one person that did not approve. Her name was Diana. She handled the 
accounting for our department. She was also an elder in her church. She did not approve of the 
clothes that I wore to the schools that the kids thought were really cool, but that were against 
hospital policy and dress code. And she made it clear that she didn’t approve.  
 
It was almost a year after that when I started dating Erin. I had just resigned from that 
organization to pursue my dreams of playing music full-time. After several dates, we decided to 
meet for dinner and have a serious talk about where our relationship was going. The first thing 
Erin said to me in that conversation was “So I talked to Diana today.” You see, Diana was an 
elder in the church where Erin worked. It was actually Diana’s younger sister who had hooked 
Erin and me up on our first date. Erin continued to tell me about all the negative attributes Diana 
had seen in me, and asked if I had a response. I told her that whether those things were true or 
not, I would deny them. If you want to know, you’ll need to find out for yourself. I also invited her 
to come and see. To come and see for herself what kind of guy I was.  
 
Erin didn’t respond right away and, to be honest, I’m not quite sure what she did find out. But 
she obviously found something worth dating, and worth marrying, and worth having children 
with. And she’s probably still finding things. But she had to see for herself. That theme of 
invitation to come and see is present throughout our Gospel passage.  
 
This is the third Sunday of epiphany. In this season, we observe God revealing Himself through 
Jesus, having taken on flesh and having made His dwelling among us. In this passage John the 
Baptist sees Jesus and he says, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.” “Behold,” meaning “Look.” It could be restated, “Come and see the Lamb of God.” This 
sentence is also a very clear statement about who Jesus is. John is identifying Jesus, but he’s 
not just trying to let people know His name, or where He’s from. He is trying to help them 



understand something deeper about who Jesus really is, the “Lamb of God.” That’s a loaded 
descriptor. 
 
He doesn’t stop there. He also calls Jesus “the man who was before me,” which is also loaded 
since Jesus was born after John, and “the one on whom the Holy Spirit remained” and the “Son 
of God.” These are not superficial characteristics. He could say things like, “he’s my cousin” or 
“he’s really good at building tables.” At this point, he could have described Jesus in a variety of 
ways. He could have even shared the story his mom probably told him about how he, when 
Mary came to visit, jumped in his mom’s belly, already knowing Jesus would be special. But he 
was sent and it was his understood purpose to prepare the way for the Messiah and he chose 
his words in order to best convey that idea.  
 
Throughout this passage, and the verses immediately following, Jesus is actually called many 
things. He is called Rabbi, Messiah, Son of God, King of Israel. Later, in verse 51, He will refer 
to Himself as the “Son of Man.” 
 
I don’t know if this happens to you, but it’s been true of me and my wife, that when we hear all of 
these terms, we automatically connect them with Jesus and, therefore, kinda see them all as 
meaning the same thing. But they are quite different terms that communicate very different 
things about Jesus. Sometimes they can even SEEM to contradict one another… I wrote the 
word SEEM in all-caps here. Son of God… Son of Man… Lambs are gentle and helpless. Kings 
are powerful.  
 
This is important because what we call things, or how we refer to them, communicates how we 
perceive them or, sometimes, how we want to perceive them. Consider terms like snowflake or 
deplorable. These aren’t necessarily true statements of how people are or even how we truly 
perceive them. They can often be just how we would like to perceive those people, in those 
moments. John the Baptist knew that the Christ was among them and when he witnessed the 
Spirit of God “remain” on Jesus, His perception of Jesus as the promised “Lamb” was solidified. 
So much so that he declares the same statement the very next day and two of his own disciples 
begin to follow Jesus.  
 
When noticing them, Jesus asks them a question: “What are you seeking?” This could be a 
simple way of Jesus saying “What do you want?” But I think it’s a bit more significant than that. 
It’s communicating the idea of “what are you looking for in Me?”. And this is a good question for 
all of us to think about. What we are looking for has an effect on what we want to perceive. 
What are you seeking? What are you looking for? I suspect that there would be a variety of 
answers in this room. Some might be looking for a Savior. We often face situations in our lives 
where it doesn’t seem like there’s a way out and we’re really looking for someone to save us. 
Some might be looking for peace. It can often seem like there’s a fight or argument around 
every corner… climate change, gun rights, impeachment, what will actually fix the Chicago 
Bears… if the Last Jedi was a good movie… not to mention the fight about whether any of those 
should even be important. Some may just want to escape all of it.  
 



Some may be looking for hope. In this world where anxiety, depression, and fear are statistically 
growing in our collective psychology, we may just want some sign of hope that things will be ok. 
Still others of us might just be looking for a friend, or companion; someone who won’t leave.  
 
What we’re looking for, especially in Jesus, matters and it affects how we perceive Him. When 
Jesus asks the two disciples what they’re looking for, they respond with a title and an interesting 
question. They call Him Rabbi, or teacher. Now this is true of Jesus. He is a teacher. But they’re 
not ready to get too deep just yet. The guy they’ve been following, John the Baptist, just called 
Him the “Lamb of God” and they believe it, but probably only “kinda sorta” at this point. They 
haven’t quite witnessed it for themselves yet. But they’re comfortable with Rabbi at this time. 
And they ask Him where He is staying, or remaining. The Greek word used there is meno and 
it’s the same word used when John says that the Holy Spirit stayed, or remained, on Jesus. This 
word is also used later in John’s Gospel when Jesus says “Remain in me and I will remain in 
you.” It’s less about where you are physically staying and more about where you remain in your 
values or what you stand for.  
 
This question is asking more than just “what are your accommodations?” It’s a question about 
who Jesus is and wondering about their place in it. You know this because, after spending a 
short time with Jesus, Andrew’s next recorded line is telling his brother that Jesus is the 
Messiah. By that time, his perspective had already shifted and solidified.  
 
Jesus doesn’t directly answer their question. He doesn’t tell them where He is staying, really in 
any sense of the word. He doesn’t explain to them the prophecies and exactly how He is the 
fulfillment of them. Instead, He says “Come and See.” He invites them to come find out. To see 
and figure it out for themselves. And they do come. And they do find out. And although their 
perspective and understanding of Jesus changes almost immediately, it continues to shift and 
deepen and evolve all the way until after Jesus died, and after He rose from the grave, and 
pretty much all the way to their own deaths.  
 
As I approached this passage in preparation for this sermon, there were a lot of directions 
available to me. I could have done an entire series unpacking the “Lamb of God” meaning in 
terms of Old Testament prophecy and how Jesus was the fulfillment of all of that. But here at 
Hope, today, existing in this country at the beginning of 2020, I don’t think we need to hear a 
theological confirmation of our Christian faith. At least not at this moment.  
 
Instead, I think we, both as a congregation here, and part of the greater Church worldwide, need 
to hear more about how to live together in peace and in love and in unity. And where does that 
come from? I don’t believe it necessarily comes from any prescribed regimen, at least not one 
that I’ve learned. “Do this and you’ll forget about all of the major differences in your life that 
make unity difficult.” I also don’t think it means trying to forget about things.  
 
But I think Jesus was communicating something quite heavy when he said “Come and see.” 
Have you ever thought about how we see? Consider this pulpit. When we all look at this thing 
we think pulpit, or podium, or that big thing that the preacher stands behind. But we all kinda 



see the function of this thing. We don’t see the molecules that make up this pulpit. Those of us 
that have taken basic science classes will know that those molecules and atoms are there, but 
we can’t see them. In order for us to be able to make out most objects visually, our eyes have to 
focus, or aim, within a certain range. We can’t focus too much but we can’t be too unfocused or 
it just becomes blurry.  
 
“Come and see” is kind of vague. It’s certainly not a very detailed command or prescription. But 
it is not too little and it is not too much. Come and see Jesus. Spend time with Him. If I’m 
honest, the phrase “spend time with Jesus” kinda makes me want to throw up. It sounds too 
romanticized and “Christianese” for my taste. However, there is a truth here worth considering. 
As Christians, as the church, we do not believe that Jesus was a real person. We believe that 
Jesus IS a real person. We believe that He is still alive and is still active.  
 
Throughout the last decade, when my wife and I have come to big decisions a phrase has often 
come up. “If we believe what we say we believe, then…” If we believe that Jesus is still alive, 
and still active, then… we can spend time with Jesus. We can talk to Him. We can listen. And 
we can see for ourselves that Jesus is the Lamb of God to all churches… in the Christian 
Reformed denomination. But you know what? Anglicans believe He is the Lamb of God too. 
Oddly enough, so do Baptists… and Catholics… and Pentecostals… and so on.  
 
Come and see. In this context, it’s not a command. It’s not a rule to be followed and where we 
can look down on those that don’t follow it. It’s an invitation to a relationship, but not some 
romanticized super sappy thing that isn’t real. It’s an invitation to a real, actually existing 
relationship. And it’s an invitation to all people. Come and see both where and how I lived and 
continue to live. You ever think about that? How does Jesus continue to live? Isn’t that 
something to ponder. We believe it, let’s look at it. Let us set our aim there. This is something 
pointed out all throughout scripture… “Delight yourself in the Lord”, “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart”, “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness”, “Come and see”, and “Remain in 
Me”.  
 
In John’s Epistle, he says that if we walk in the light, as Jesus is in the light, we will have 
fellowship with one another. That’s powerful and true. What are you looking for? Is it a Savior? 
Come and see Jesus. Is it peace? Come and see Jesus. Are you looking for love? Come and 
see Jesus. Are we looking for unity? Let us come and see Jesus together. What next? I don’t 
know, but if we believe what we say we believe, I trust that Jesus does know and He’ll lead us. 
Come and see. Amen. 


