
 
 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
August 23, 2020 
 

*  Please stand if you are able 
 
 
Prelude  
 
 

Gathering  
Welcome and Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Acolyte: May the Holy Spirit unite us in worship, point us toward Jesus Christ,  

and inspire us to love mercy, do justice, and walk humbly with God.  
Come, let us worship God. 

 
* Liturgist: Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but 

endures forever. As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds 
his people both now and forevermore.  Psalm 125: 1-2 

 
All: Our help is in the name of the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.  

        Psalm 124: 8 
 
All Singing: 538 “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” 

     
Minister: To God’s people gathered in hope: Grace to you, mercy and peace, from God 

our Creator and Christ our Redeemer, through the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
All: Amen. 
 
Passing the Peace at a Distance 

 
 



Reconciliation 
Liturgist: I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that 

will be revealed in us.  
 
All: The creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.  
 
Liturgist: For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the 

will of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated 
from its bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the 
children of God.  

 
All: We know that the whole creation has been groaning as in the pains of 

childbirth right up to now. Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first 
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait for the redemption of our 
bodies.        Romans 8: 8-23 

 
Silent confession and reflection  
 
All Singing: 652 “I Lift My Eyes Up” 
 
Liturgist: We know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 

are called according to his purpose.  
 
All: For those God foreknew he predestined to be conformed to the image of his 

Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.  
 
Liturgist: And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; 

those he justified, he also glorified.     Romans 8: 28-30 
  

 All:  Thanks be to God in Christ. 
  

Liturgist: Therefore, I urge you brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your 
bodies, as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God – this is true worship. 

 
All: Let us not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the 

renewing of our minds. That we will be able to test and approve what God’s 
will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.  

        Romans 12: 1-2 adapted 

 
* All Singing: 863 “Take My Life and Let it Be” 

   Singing verses 1, 2, 3, 4 and 6 
 
 

Proclamation   
 All: Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life! Help us to hear 

and obey what you say to us today. Through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
         John 6: 68 adapted  

 
Scripture: Matthew 16: 13-20 
 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
 
They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 
 
“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 
 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 



Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are 
Peter, and on this rock, I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not 
overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you 
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven.” Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that he 
was the Messiah. 

 
 
Minister: The Word of the Lord 
All:  Thanks be to God. 
 

 Sermon: At the Gates of Hell 
 

* All Singing: 770  “In Christ Alone” 
 
 

Dedication  
Prayer    

 
* All Singing: 965 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 
Benediction  

 
 
Praying with Elders – If you have a concern or joy that you’d like to talk or pray about with an Elder one 
or two will be available in the shade near the sanctuary entrance following the service. 
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