
 
 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
September 20, 2020 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
 
Prelude “We’ve Come This Far by Faith” 

 
We’ve come this far by faith, leaning on the Lord, trusting in his holy Word—he’s never failed  
us yet. Oh, can’t turn around, we’ve come this far by faith. Don’t be discouraged with trouble  
in your life; he’ll bear your burdens and move all misery and strife. That’s why… 

 

Gathering  
Welcome and Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Acolyte: May the Holy Spirit unite us in worship, point us toward Jesus Christ,  

and inspire us to love mercy, do justice, and walk humbly with God.  
Come, let us worship God. 

 
* Liturgist: Give praise to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what 

he has done. 
 
All: Sing of the Lord, sing his praises; tell of all his wonderful acts. 
 
Liturgist: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  
  Psalm 105: 1-4 
  
All Singing: 515 “Sing to the Lord, Sing His Praise” 
 Singing verses 1, 2, 4-6 
     
Minister: To God’s people gathered in hope: Grace to you, mercy and peace, from God 

our Creator and Christ our Redeemer, through the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
All: Amen. 
 
Passing the Peace at a Distance 



 

Reconciliation 
Liturgist: Look to the Lord and his strength; seek his face always. Remember the wonders 

he has done, his miracles, and the judgements he pronounced, you his chosen 
ones, the children of Jacob. 

 
All: He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth.  
 
Liturgist: He remembers his covenant forever, the promise he made, for a thousand 

generations, the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. 
  Psalm 105: 4-8 
 
Silent confession and reflection 
 
Liturgist: In that covenant confidence we are bold to pray: 
 
All: Merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 
Liturgist: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  
 
All: In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and 

direct what we shall be, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your 
ways, to the glory of your holy name. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
Liturgist: Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; 
and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God.   
 Romans 5: 1-2 NRSV 

 
* All Singing: 696  “Marvelous Grace” 

 
Liturgist: Galatians 5: 13-15, 22-26 
 
You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the 
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one 
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If you bite and devour each other, watch out or 
you will be destroyed by each other. 
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ 
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us 
keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other. 

 
 

Proclamation   
All: 396 “For the Fruit of All Creation”  
 
Scripture: Matthew 20: 1-16 
 
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a denarius for the day and sent them into his 
vineyard. 
“About nine in the morning he went out and saw others standing in the marketplace doing 
nothing. He told them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is 
right.’ So they went. 



“He went out again about noon and about three in the afternoon and did the same thing. About 
five in the afternoon he went out and found still others standing around. He asked them, ‘Why 
have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?’ 
“‘Because no one has hired us,’ they answered. 
“He said to them, ‘You also go and work in my vineyard.’ 
“When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the workers and pay 
them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.’ 
“The workers who were hired about five in the afternoon came and each received a denarius. 
So when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But each one of 
them also received a denarius. When they received it, they began to grumble against the 
landowner. ‘These who were hired last worked only one hour,’ they said, ‘and you have made 
them equal to us who have borne the burden of the work and the heat of the day.’ 
“But he answered one of them, ‘I am not being unfair to you, friend. Didn’t you agree to work for 
a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the one who was hired last the same as I gave 
you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want with my own money? Or are you envious because I 
am generous?’ 
“So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 
 
Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: It’s Not Fair 
 

* All Singing: 689 “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 
 
 

Dedication  
Prayers of the People 
 

* All Singing: 927 “God the Father of Your People” 
 

* Benediction 
 
 
Praying with Elders – If you have a concern or joy that you’d like to talk or pray about with an Elder,  
one or two will be available in the shade near the sanctuary entrance following the service. 
 
 
Worship Leaders  
Pianist/Vocalist:  Dora Diephouse 9:00 AM Service 
Vocalist: Aron Reppmann Acolyte: Reid Quist 
Percussion:  Clay Carlson Liturgist: Sally Larsen 
Sound Engineer: Schuyler Roozeboom Prayer: Dave Larsen 
Minister: Liz Hulford Vocalist:  Jim Kwasteniet 
  
  10:15 AM Service 
  Acolyte: Avery Westerveld 
  Liturgist: Ev Bussema 
  Prayer:  Dan Diephouse 
  Violin:  Frances Boerman-Cornell 
 
 
Hymns are from “Lift Up Your Hearts” (Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2013) 
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