
 
 
Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
October 4, 2020 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
 
 
Prelude 
 

Gathering  
Welcome and Lighting the Christ Candle 
 
Acolyte: May the Holy Spirit unite us in worship, point us toward Jesus Christ,  

and inspire us to love mercy, do justice, and walk humbly with God.  
Come, let us worship God. 

 
* Liturgist: The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
 

All: Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night  
they display knowledge. 

 
Liturgist: They have no speech, they use no words, no sound is heard from them. Yet their 

voice goes out to all the earth, the words to the ends of world. 
 Psalm 19: 1-4 

 
All: In that faith, let us worship the Lord our God. Psalm 25: 1-3 adapted 
      
All Singing: 21  “This is My Father’s World” 
     
Minister: To God’s people gathered in hope: Grace to you, mercy and peace, from God 

our Creator and Christ our Redeemer, through the presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit. 

 
All: Amen. 
 
Passing the Peace at a Distance 

 



Reconciliation 
Liturgist: The law of the Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple.  
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. 
The commands of the Lord are radiant, giving light to the eyes. 

 
All: The fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever.  
 
Liturgist: By the ordinances of the Lord your servant is warned; in keeping them there is 

great reward. 
 
All: Lord, forgive our hidden faults. Keep your servants also from willful sins; may 

they not rule over us.  Psalm 19: 7-13 adapted 
 
Silent confession and reflection 
 
All Singing: 639 “Lord, Have Mercy” 

 
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on me.  
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on me.  

 
Liturgist: Being found in Christ we don’t have a righteousness of our own that comes from 

the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ – a righteousness that comes 
from God on the basis of faith.  

 
All: Therefore, I want to know Christ – yes, to know the power of his resurrection 

and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, and so 
somehow, attaining to the resurrection of the dead.   
 Philippians 3: 8-11 adapted 

 
* All Singing: “Cornerstone”        

 
My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness. 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly trust in Jesus' Name. 
 
Christ alone, Cornerstone, weak made strong, in the Savior's love 
Through the storm, He is Lord, Lord of all. 
 
When darkness seems to hide His face, I rest on His unchanging grace. 
In every high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. 
My anchor holds within the veil. 
 
When He shall come with trumpet sound, Oh, may I then in Him be found, 
Dressed in His righteousness alone, faultless stand before the throne. 
 
His oath, His covenant, His blood, support me in the whelming flood. 
When all around my soul gives way, He then is all my hope and stay. 
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Proclamation   
All: May the words of my mouth and the meditation of our hearts be pleasing in 

your sight, Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. Psalm 19: 14 adapted  
 
Scripture: Matthew 21: 33-46 
 
“Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some 



farmers and moved to another place. When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants 
to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
“The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. Then he sent 
other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 
Last of all, he sent his son to them. ‘They will respect my son,’ he said. 
“But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him 
and take his inheritance.’ So, they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
“Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 
“He will bring those wretches to a wretched end,” they replied, “and he will rent the vineyard to 
other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time.” 
Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“‘The stone the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone; 
the Lord has done this, 
and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 
“Therefore, I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a 
people who will produce its fruit. Anyone who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; 
anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking 
about them. They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the 
people held that he was a prophet. 
 
Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: A Terrible Parable 
 

* All Singing: 876 “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 
 
 

Dedication  
Prayers of the People 
 

* All Singing: 965 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
 

* Benediction 
 
 
Praying with Elders – If you have a concern or joy that you’d like to talk or pray about with an Elder,  
one or two will be available in the shade near the sanctuary entrance following the service. 
 
 
Worship Leaders  
Pianist/Vocalist:  Erin Pacheco 9:00 AM Service 
Vocalists: Lisa & Karis Dykstra Acolyte: Evelyn Evenhouse 
Violinist:  Frances Boerman-Cornell Liturgist: Steven Evenhouse 
Sound Engineer: Schuyler Roozeboom Prayer: Dave Larsen 
Minister: Roger Nelson  
  10:15 AM Service 
  Acolyte: Bruno Brumirski 
  Liturgist: Rita Hollender 
  Prayer:  Nate Pettinga 
 
 
Hymns are from “Lift Up Your Hearts” (Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2013) 
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