
 
 
First Sunday of Advent  
November 29, 2020 
 
 
Prelude: “Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying” 
 

Gathering  
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 
Reader: On this first Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of hope. 
 
Reader: The prophet Isaiah gives us a vision of a coming kingdom where everything has 

been made new and creation is at peace. 
 
Reader: A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear 

fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him – the spirit of wisdom and of 
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of the knowledge and 
fear of the Lord – and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 

  Isaiah 11: 1-3 
 
Reader: We light this candle of hope as a sign of our expectant waiting for the coming  

of Christ. 
 
All Singing: 61 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 

Singing verses 1, 4, and 7 
 
God’s Greeting 
Passing the Peace 
 

Reconciliation 
Liturgist: Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
 



All: Lord, we have sinned against you and our neighbors by that which we have 
done and that which we have left undone. Lord have mercy. 

 
Liturgist: Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
 
All: Let your hand rest on the man at your right hand, the son of man you have 

raised up for yourself. Don’t let us turn away from you; revive us, as we call on 
your name.  

 
Liturgist: Restore us, O God; make your face shine on us, that we may be saved. 
  Psalm 80: 17-19 adapted 
 
All Singing: “Shine on Us” Michael W. and Deborah D. Smith 

 
Lord, let your light, light of your face, shine on us. 
Lord, let your light, light of your face, shine on us. 
That we may be saved, that we may have life; 
To find our way in the darkest night, let your light shine on us. 
 
Lord, let your love, love with no end, come over us. 
Lord, let your love, love with no end, come over us. 
That we may be saved, that we may have life; 
To find our way in the darkest night, let your love come over us. 
Let your light shine on us. 

 
 
The Baptism of Ellie Lynn Lydon 
 
Minister: Having heard God’s gracious promises to us in Christ, do you desire that  

Ellie Lynn be baptized? 
 
Parents: We do. 
 
All: With joy we celebrate together the gift of God’s grace in Christ! 
 
Minister: In presenting your child for baptism, desiring that Ellie Lynn be grafted into Christ 

as a member of his body do you receive the teachings of the Christian faith, which 
we confess in the Creeds of the church? 

 
Parents: Yes! We trust in him as our Lord and Savior. We intend to be Christ’s faithful 

disciples, trusting in his promises, obeying his Word, honoring his church, and 
showing his love, with God’s help as long as we shall live. 

 
Minister: Will the congregation please stand and with these parents proclaim your faith 

using the words from the Apostle’s Creed. 
 
All: I believe in God the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, and born of the virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to hell. The third day he rose again from the 
dead. He ascended to heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 
almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

 



Covenant Vows 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Baptism 
 
Welcome 
Minister: Some of us will have the privilege of encouraging Ellie Lynn often, over the course 

of many years. Others of us may not be able to do so. Yet we all speak words of 
promise and welcome, speaking on behalf of Christ’s whole church, in time and 
space, and committing ourselves to live lives of Christian encouragement 
wherever God calls us. 
 
Brothers and sisters, we now receive Ellie Lynn into Christ’s church. I charge you 
to nurture and love her and to assist her to be Christ’s faithful disciple. 

 
All: With joy and thanksgiving, we now welcome you, Ellie Lynn, into Christ’s 

church; for we are all one in Christ. We promise to love, encourage, and 
support you and to help you know and follow Christ. 

 
Duet: 709 “Jesus Loves Me” 
 Singing verses 1 and 2 
 

Proclamation 
All: Immanuel, as we wait for your return, help us to see your glory and love 

through the reading and preaching of your Word. We pray in your name. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Mark 13: 24-37 

 
“But in those days, following that distress, 
    “‘the sun will be darkened, 
        and the moon will not give its light; 
    the stars will fall from the sky, 
        and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ 
“At that time people will see the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power 
and glory. And he will send his angels and gather his elect from the four winds, 
from the ends of the earth to the ends of the heavens. 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: As soon as its twigs get tender and its 
leaves come out, you know that summer is near. Even so, when you see these 
things happening, you know that it is near, right at the door. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will certainly not pass away until all these things have happened. 
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 
“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time 
will come. It’s like a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in 
charge, each with their assigned task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 
“Therefore keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house 
will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 
crows, or at dawn. If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. What I 
say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

 
Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: Apocalyptic Waiting  
 
All Singing: 476 “The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” 
 Singing verses 1, 2, 4 and 5 



Dedication  
Prayers of the People  
 
All Singing: 92 “Joy to the World” 
 
Benediction 
 
 
Worship Leaders  
Prelude Organist:  Dora Diephouse 
Pianist / Vocalist:  Erin Pacheco 
Advent Candles: The Hulford Family 
 Liz, Jeremy, Reese, Brandon, and Vera 
Liturgist / Guitar / Mandolin: Jeremy Hulford 
Liturgist / Prayer: Liz Hulford 
Duet: Charlotte and Penelope Lydon 
Sound / Video: Schuyler Roozeboom 
Minister: Roger Nelson 
 
 
Hymns are from Lift Up Your Hearts (Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2013) 
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Text: Mark 13: 24-37 
Title: Apocalyptic Waiting 
Date: 11.29.20 
Roger Allen Nelson  
 
He grew up in the church, went to Christian schools from kindergarten through college, and went 
on to get a graduate degree. He did all the right stuff: church (twice on Sundays), catechism, 
youth group, and singing in the choir. He studied the Bible, served on committees, married a nice 
church lady, and together they raised their kids as he’d been raised. But now in his early 
seventies, he’s got more questions than answers and has kind of given-up on the church. He 
thinks he could be Buddhist – he likes meditation. And being quiet on the water, or looking up 
into the heavens, is where he finds peace or God or something….  
 
He asked me what I hold on to.  
He said,  
 

I gave up on all the doctrines that used to seem important. I used to be so certain – not 
anymore. I don’t know what I believe. What do you still believe? 
 

It was early on a Monday afternoon, in the middle of a pandemic, I didn’t anticipate the 
discussion or the question. It felt like I needed to give an accounting of the hope that is in me.  
 
What would you say?  
What do you hold on to? 
What do you still believe?  
 
I told my friend that I believe, long for, hold out hope that all manner of things will be made 
well. I believe that God in Christ will come again to renew, restore, and reclaim creation to the 
shalom of God. I believe that love wins. That hope seems essential to me….  

 
It often seems like the dark overwhelms the light, and it’s easy to be cynical and despairing, but I 
need to believe that finally and fully all that is bent will be made straight, all that is broken will 
be healed, and all the injustice and horrors of this world will be put to rights – by God in Christ.  
 
Is that just wishful thinking for a happy ending?  
 
I guess I could have answered his question about belief with something about the nature of 
scripture, the mystery of the incarnation, or the meaning of the resurrection, but the answer I 
offered was about the apocalypse.... 
 
We’ve come to think of “apocalypse” as referring to the end of days. We tend to think of it as 
creation’s last dark and damning chapter when the lights will go out and there’ll be hell to pay – 
  

The sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; 
 the stars will fall from the sky and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  
 



But, the word (apocalypse) comes from a Greek compound and it meant uncovering or revealing. 
Over time it took on a more negative connotation, but its etymological root is about revelation, 
it’s about that which is uncovered.  

And, scripture is ripe with revelation, including passages about what’s to come. Our text 
this morning is part of that apocalyptic literature – uncovering a picture of the future.  

  
A little context…. 
Jesus and his disciples are in Jerusalem when one of them, gobsmacked by the temple, comments 
on the size and beauty of the stones. But, Jesus responds, 
 
 Not one stone here will be left on another; every one will be thrown down. 
 
The disciples have no idea what to make of that. The temple was at the heart of what they 
believed; it was the center of their hope…. 

So later on, when they’re alone on a slope that overlooks the temple, the disciples ask 
Jesus what he meant. And Jesus answers with a “little apocalypse.” He reveals what’s to 
come. Jesus says,  

 
Watch out… when you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things 
must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom. There will be earthquakes and famines. These are the beginning of 
birth pains.  

 
Our text this morning is the last part of that apocalyptic picture. 
 
When Mark picks up his pen to write his gospel Jesus is long dead, resurrected, and ascended. 
The first followers of Jesus, living under the thumb of the Roman Empire, are at a loss for what 
to do. This is not how they anticipated things turning out. This is not the future that they were 
hoping for….  

Therefore, Mark includes this speech of Jesus as way to encourage those early believers 
to wait and watch for the coming of the Son of Man.  

The language is metaphorical and colorful,  
the images are unsettling and frightening,  
the timing is mysterious and ultimately unknowable,  
but the essential hope is that God is coming.  
So, wait, watch, believe, hold on, for the dawning of a new day…. 

 
Therefore, keep watch because you do not know when the owner of the house will come 
back – whether in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster crows… 

 
As it turns out, there are only two places in the New Testament where a rooster appears. Our text 
is one of those references, the other is in Peter’s denial of Jesus on the night of his betrayal and 
arrest – a story in the very next chapter in Mark.  
 
 
 



Now. I don’t know if there’s a connection…  
But, in our text Jesus urges Peter and the other disciples to wait and watch, because for 
all they know, a moment of apocalypse, a moment of unveiling, could happen at any time 
– like a rooster crowing in the dead of night.  

And, who knows what Peter heard or held onto, but just a few nights later, after 
he waffled, wavered, and seemingly gave up on what he believed, a rooster 
crowed and it’s entirely plausible that just then Peter remembered this admonition 
of Jesus.  

 
As one theologian puts it:  

 
Peter did not need to live to see the final day of judgment. That moment, 
that cry of that rooster, was his apocalypse, his encounter with the living God. What he 
perhaps thought was a long way off when Jesus first talked about it, turned out to be far 
closer, far more pressingly urgent, than he guessed. As it turns out, any and every crying 
of the rooster is a moment potentially full of God. 

 
Dear friends, what do you hold on to?  
What do you believe?  
What would you say?  
 
You know, I think my friend at the opening of this meditation imagines belief as intellectual 
ascent to a series of theological propositions. And today he can no longer hold that ascent. Today 
he’s not sure about those propositions…. 
 
But I wonder if belief is actually a matter of trust and practice.  

I often can’t hold or adequately explain a bunch of doctrines. Quite frankly, depravity is 
the only doctrine for which I have proof. But, I trust the end of human history to God in 
Christ. I trust the apocalypse of Jesus that while the stars may fall, our temples come 
down, and creation be shaken, God in Christ will ultimately have the last word – a word 
of mercy, justice, love, and shalom. 

I can’t give you the details of how it will happen. I don’t know the day. Lots of 
days I have more questions than confidence. But, I trust (long for) that coming 
day of God in Christ. I trust that human history is not just random chaos – 
creation careening through space willy-nilly like an untethered balloon losing air. 
Rather, I trust that the rooster will crow, a new day will dawn, and this world will 
be put to rights.  

 
And in light of that foundational trust let us live into practices that help us wait, watch, and work. 
We baptize babies in the deep confidence that they belong to the one who holds history.  
We gather at the table as a foretaste of that coming day.  
We recite the stories of God’s coming in Christ.  
We light candles as a reminder that light will ultimately overcome the dark.  
And we invest, whatever we’ve been given, in the beachheads of God’s coming kingdom – on 
earth as it is in heaven.  

 



That’s all I’ve got.  
For, as Scott Hoezee puts it,  

 
…let’s face it: if the church cannot proclaim and look forward to the second advent of 
Christ, then in all honesty there is precious little sense in making much ado about his first 
advent in Bethlehem. If Jesus is not coming back to make all things new and bring in the 
kingdom he talked about all through his ministry, then any celebration of his birth really 
would be on a par with fantasies about Santa Claus and Rudolph the Red-Nosed 
Reindeer or the generic “holiday spirit” with which people try to get infused every 
December. If Jesus is not the Lord of lords who can come back at the end of history, then 
“Silent Night” has all the charm—and all the meaning—of “Chestnuts Roasting on an 
Open Fire.” 

 
Dear friends, may we watch, wait, bear witness, and work until we hear that rooster crow – for in 
Christ a new creation is being born. 
 
Even so, come Lord Jesus. 
Amen. 


