
 
 
Third Sunday of Advent 
December 13, 2020 
 
 
Prelude: “Rejoice, Rejoice Believers” 
 

Gathering 
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 
Reader: On this Third Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of joy. 
 
Reader: As the psalmist writes, “When the Lord restored the fortunes to Zion we were  

like those who dreamed. Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with 
songs of joy. 

 
Reader: Then it was said among the nations, ‘The Lord has done great things for them.’ 

The Lord has done great things for us and we are filled with joy.” 
  Psalm 126: 1-3 
 
Reader: We light the candle of hope, the candle of love, and this candle of joy as a sign  

of our expectant waiting for the coming of Christ. 
 
All Singing: 60 “Hark, the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes” 
 
God’s Greeting 
Passing the Peace 
 
 

Reconciliation 
Liturgist: We join the psalmist in praying: 
 
All: Restore our fortunes, Lord, like streams in the Negev. 



Liturgist: Those who sow with tears will reap with songs of joy. 
Those who go out weeping, carrying seeds to sow,  
will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with them. 

  Psalm 126: 4-6 
 
All: In apocalyptic longing and honest repentance we await your coming, Lord. 
 
Silent Confession and Lament 
 
All Singing: 119 “Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning” 
 Singing verse 1 – 3 
 
Liturgist: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. He was in 

the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not 
recognize him. 

 
All: He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
 
Liturgist: Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the 

right to become children of God – children born not of natural descent, nor of a 
human decision, but born of God. 

 
All: The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 

glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of 
grace and truth.  John 1: 9-14 

 
 

Proclamation 
All Singing: “Behold Your God” 

 
O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion,  
O thou that tellest good tidings to Jerusalem:  
Lift up your voice with strength, lift it up don’t be afraid. 
Behold your God. 
Arise, and shine, for the light of the world is come. 
Behold your God! 

 
Scripture: Isaiah 61: 1-4, 8-11 

 
The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, 
    because the Lord has anointed me 
    to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
    to proclaim freedom for the captives 
    and release from darkness for the prisoners,  
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor 
    and the day of vengeance of our God, 
to comfort all who mourn, 
    and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 
to bestow on them a crown of beauty 
    instead of ashes, 
the oil of joy 
    instead of mourning, 
and a garment of praise 
    instead of a spirit of despair. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    a planting of the Lord 
    for the display of his splendor. 



They will rebuild the ancient ruins 
    and restore the places long devastated; 
they will renew the ruined cities 
    that have been devastated for generations. 
“For I, the Lord, love justice; 
    I hate robbery and wrongdoing. 
In my faithfulness I will reward my people 
    and make an everlasting covenant with them. 
Their descendants will be known among the nations 
    and their offspring among the peoples. 
All who see them will acknowledge 
    that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 
I delight greatly in the Lord; 
    my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
    and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness, 
as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, 
    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the soil makes the sprout come up 
    and a garden causes seeds to grow, 
so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness 
    and praise spring up before all nations. 

 
Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: Liminal Waiting  
 
All Singing: 59 “Comfort, Comfort Now My People” 
 
 

Dedication 
A Word of Blessing 
Prayers of the People 
 
All Singing: 76 “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
Benediction 
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