
 
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2020 
 
 
Prelude: “Song of Mary” / “Magnificat Fugue” 
 

Gathering 
Lighting the Advent Candles 
 
Reader: On this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we light the candle of peace.  
 
Reader: One is coming who will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 

Father, Prince of Peace. Of the greatness of his government and peace there will 
be no end. 

 
Reader: He will reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding 

it with justice and righteousness from that time on and forevermore. 
  Isaiah 9: 6-7 adapted 
 
Reader: We light the candle of hope, the candle of love, the candle of joy, and this candle 

of peace as a sign of our expectant waiting for the coming of Christ. 
 
All Singing: 57 “All Earth is Waiting” 
 
God’s Greeting 
Passing the Peace 
 
 

Reconciliation 
Liturgist: God of peace, hear our prayer. 
 



All: In the rush and the worry, in financial strain and pandemic fatigue,  
in restlessness and longing, in stress and fear… 

 
Liturgist: God of peace, come among us, full of grace and truth. 
 
All: In sin and shame, in sorrow and broken spirit, in arrogance and anger,  

in indifference and impatience… 
 
Liturgist: God of peace, come among us and forgive us, that we might know your freedom 

and peace. 
 
Silent Confession and Lament 
 
All Singing: 72 “Imagine” 
 
Liturgist: An angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her 
is from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the 
name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

  Matthew 1: 20-21 
 
Soloist: “Mary’s Song (Our King of Peace)” Wendell Kimbrough 

 
My soul magnifies the Lord, my spirit rejoices in God! 
My Savior has seen his servant in need,  
and behold the great things He has done:  
He scatters the proud and rich;  
He lifts up the humble and weak. 
The kings of the earth, He casts from their thrones 
And the hungry He welcomes to feast. 
 
Oh, behold, my Savior has come! 
And my soul will tell of His praise! 
For He Who is strong has come to the weak  
and, at last, He will reign as our King of Peace. 
 
From now to the end of time  
the nations will know me as blest,  
for God has made new His promise of love 
and mercy through Abraham’s seed. 

 
 

Proclamation 
All: Immanuel, as we wait for your return, help us see your glory and love through 

the reading and preaching of your Word. We pray in your name. Amen. 
 
Scripture: Luke 1: 26-38 

 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to 
Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to 
her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you.” 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this 
might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor 
with God. You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will 



give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 
God. Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she 
who was said to be unable to conceive is in her sixth month. For no word from 
God will ever fail.” 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her. 

 
Minister: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: Expectant Waiting  
 
All Singing: 69 “My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout” 
 
 

Dedication 
Prayers of the People 
 
All Singing: 80 “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
 
Benediction 
 
Postlude: “Joy to the World” 
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