
 
 
Thanksgiving Worship 
November 25, 2021 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
 
Prelude: “Let All Things Now Living” Lloyd Larson 
 

Gathering 
WELCOME & L IGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Acolyte: Jesus Christ is the light of the world. We light this candle as a sign that Christ has 

come and Christ will come again. As the light pushes back darkness let us walk 
with, learn from, and worship Jesus Christ. 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Liturgist: The Lord be with you, 
All: and also with you. 
 
Liturgist:  Lift up your hearts, 
All: we lift them up to the Lord. 
 
Liturgist:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All: It is right for us to give thanks and praise to the One from whom all  

blessings flow. 
 

* All Singing: 560 “We Praise You, O God” 
 

* GOD’S GREETING 
* GOD’S PEOPLE GREETING ONE ANOTHER  

 
* All Singing: 473 “Come, You Thankful People Come” 

 
 



Reconciliation 
Liturgist: Praise the Lord, my soul. I will praise the Lord all of my life. 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
 
All: Do not put your trust in princes, in human beings, who cannot save. When  

their spirit departs, they return to the ground: on that very day their plans come 
to nothing. 

 
Liturgist: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord  

their God. 
 
Silent Confession and Reflection 
 
Minister: The Maker of heaven and earth, the sea, and everything in them remains faithful 

forever. He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The 
Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord gives sight to the blind; the Lord lifts up 
those who are bowed down.  

 
All: The Lord reigns forever, for all generations. Praise the Lord. 

 Psalm 146 adapted 
 

* All Singing: 521 “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 
 
 

Proclamation 
A L ITANY OF PSALM & TESTIMONY 
Liturgist: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom. 
 
All: One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts. 

They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty. 
 
Liturgist: They tell of the power of your awesome works. They celebrate your abundant 

goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. 
  Psalm 145:2-7 adapted 
 
Testimony: Glenn Medema 
 
All Singing: 562 “We Will Extol You, God and King” 
 Singing verses 1 and 2 
 
Liturgist: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 
 
All: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made. 
 
Liturgist: All your works praise you, Lord; your faithful people extol you. They tell of the 

glory of your kingdom and speak of your might, so that all people may know of 
your mighty acts and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

 
All: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and your dominion endures through 

all generations. Psalm 145:8-13 adapted 
 
Testimony: Sally Larsen 
 
All Singing: 562 “We Will Extol You, God and King” 
 Singing verses 3 and 4 
 



Liturgist: The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does. 
The Lord upholds all who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down. 

All: The eyes of all look to the Lord and the Lord gives them their food in proper 
time. The Lord opens his hand and satisfies the desires of every living thing. 

 
Liturgist: The Lord is righteous in all his ways and faithful in all he does. 

The Lord is near to all who call on him in truth.  
All: The Lord fulfills the desires of those who fear him; he hears their cry and saves 

them. The Lord watches over all who love him. 
 
Liturgist: My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord. Let every creature praise his holy name 

for ever and ever. Psalm 145:13-21 adapted 
 
Testimony: Roger Nelson 
 

* All Singing: 543 “Now Thank We All Our God” 
 
 

Dedication 
THE TESTIMONY OF GOD’S PEOPLE 
THE PRAYERS OF GOD’S PEOPLE  
THE GIFTS OF GOD’S PEOPLE  
 
OFFERING November is Stewardship month. All undesignated gifts from both offering 

baskets received will go toward the General Fund. 
 
OFFERTORY “All Creatures of Our God and King” K. Medema 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
 

* All Singing: 358 “Give Thanks” 
 
 

Sending 
Liturgist: We long for that day when Jesus will return as triumphant king, 
All: when the dead will be raised and all people will stand in judgment. 
 
Liturgist: We face that day without fear, for the Judge is our Savior. 
All: He will heal our hurts, end our wars, and make the crooked straight. 
 
Liturgist: Then we will join in the new song to the Lamb without blemish, 
All: who made us a kingdom and priests. 
 
Liturgist: God will be all and in all, righteousness and peace will flourish, everything will be 

made new, and every eye will see at last that 
All: our world belongs to God. 
 
Minister: In gratitude, deep gratitude, 
All: for all you have granted us, 
 
Minister: for all that you have made us, 
All: we give ourselves to you. 
 
Minister: Take us out to live as a changed people: 
All: ask much from us, 
 
 



Minister: expect much from us, 
All: support much by us, 
 
Minister: encourage many through us. 
All: So Lord, may we live to your glory 
 
Minister: both as inhabitants of earth and citizens of heaven. 
All: Hallelujah! Yes, come quickly Lord Jesus. 
 
Minister: Finally brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, 

whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable – if anything is 
excellent or praiseworthy – think about such things. Whatever you have learned 
or received or heard from Christ or seen in him – put into practice.  And the God 
of peace will be with you. Philippians 4:7-9, adapted 

 
* All Singing: 950 “Go Now in Peace” 

 Singing through twice 
 
 
Postlude: “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Lori Line 
 
 
 
Worship Leaders 
Organist / Pianist: Dora Diephouse Liturgist: Kris DuBois 
Violinist: Frances Boerman-Cornell Prayer: Bill Boerman-Cornell 
Minister: Roger Nelson 
 
 
Hymns are from Lift Up Your Hearts (Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2013) 
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Title: Thanksgiving 2021 
Date: 11.25.21 
Roger Allen Nelson 
 
Years ago, I offered a testimony of thanksgiving about running. I got weepy with the 
sense of gratitude and shalom I knew when running or riding outside. That little 
testimony was probably self-serving, but the attitude/emotion or intention was honest. 
 
Running, riding or racing was a source of joy, daily purpose, and the place where I sorted 
things out (or wrote sermons.) In it I stayed healthy and found identity. Admittedly it was 
an addiction and a source of pride. I loved the swag, the image, the nightly ritual of 
recording the day’s milage and speeds, feeling like an athlete, setting and accomplishing 
goals, being the old fit guy with the young guns. It was an idol, but it was my idol. And, I 
clung to the possibility that God’s pleasure was experienced out on a country road. 
 
That was taken away this year – at least for now. I am walking, “running” with a brace, 
swimming, and riding the indoor bike. But the flow, the joy, the freedom is gone. 
Whatever I’m doing right now is a grind and a reminder about what I can’t do. 
 
Sometimes thanksgiving is hard to come by. I’m stuck thinking about what I’ve lost not 
what I’ve gained. I’m profoundly grateful for Sandi, the trauma floor at Christ Hospital, 
the prayers and concerns of this congregation, and returning to meaningful work. I’m 
thankful I’m alive to see kids and grandkids today. But I wish thanksgiving came easier. I 
wish I had a better perspective. 
 
This confluence of events has made me think about how loss is knit into life. Eventually 
what we love will be taken away. Eventually we’re all diminished in some way. Running, 
riding, and racing is transitory and vain - the frosting not the bread of life. I should be 
able to let go. (If you’re thinking that should be easy, I’d encourage you to imagine a 
singer who suddenly can no longer sing, an artist who can no longer create, a reader who 
can no longer read…) 
 
It’s easy to get stuck in what’s lost. 
 
However, Cicero (the philosopher) wrote that gratitude “is not only the greatest, but is 
also the parent of all the other virtues.” How then can we know gratitude and keep 
perspective? Thanksgiving seems essential, how then can we hold to what sustains and 
not what’s transitory? 
 
Thomas Merton said that, “In the end, it is the reality of personal relationships that saves 
everything.” I can’t disagree with that; I’m a relational guy. Strip away work, and all the 
other stuff, and my life is measured by the quality of my relationships with family, friend 
and enemy. This last year was a reminder of how deeply blessed I am. Friends rallied 
around me. Traveled miles to see me. Prayed for me. Gave me space to be me – whatever 
that would be. I couldn’t be more grateful. 
 



One of those friends recently ran the Philadelphia half-marathon. He had a hard day; his 
hopes and goals were slipping away. It was a grind and he was getting stuck in what’s 
lost. But on a long hill he passed a group of runners pushing a woman in a wheelchair. As 
it turns out this mother/friend/aunt was suffering from terminal cancer. The family and 
friends pushing her were wearing shirts that read “she has run a good race, we will push 
her to the finish.” The woman had been a marathoner who wanted to do one last race 
before she died. The beauty of that image overwhelmed my friend and he squeezed back 
tears as he found his way back to gratitude. 
 
It seems to me that gratitude is essential to living. It takes practice, it’s a discipline, it’s 
part of a healthy spiritual life, and it’s communal. Somehow gratitude wants to find 
expression with others. Gratitude wants to be shared. 

So, we come together as a community to share in thanksgiving. We gather 
because grace is poured out on the many and gratitude is our only honest option. 
We need one another, we need to push one another up the hill to the finish.  
I learned in these last months that gratitude is essential and communal.  
 

Tish Harrison Warren puts it his way, 
 

To receive life as a gift is to acknowledge that we do not - and indeed cannot - 
hold our world together out of our sheer effort, will and strength. Most of the best 
things in life can only be received and held with open hands… Indeed, 
understanding all of our existence as a gift allows us to see that we are limited in 
our own capacity to control the world and yet we are given what we need, day  
by day 

 
It is hard to imagine life without gratitude. 
If we were left to  

our own devices,  
and our own efforts,  
our own abilities,  
and our own pride,  
we would wither and die.  

To live without gratitude is to be left with little but greed, envy, vanity, and all that is vile 
in us. But Reformed folks know that gratitude is finally all that’s asked of us. John Calvin 
says it this way: 
 

Scripture, too, everywhere reminds us, that we were redeemed from death for this 
purpose, that we might testify with the tongue, as well as by the actions of the life, 
our gratitude to God. 

 
The best means…of cherishing in us habitually a spirit of gratitude towards God, 
is to expel from our minds this foolish opinion of our own ability. 

 
 
 



Therefore, dear friends, let us give thanks – 
For, thanksgiving is rooted the unassuming, unpretentious, and modest awareness 
that all life is a gift and God is the giver. We don’t earn or deserve  

the good or the bad,  
the ugly or the glorious,  
the gentle or the indifferent, 
the joy or the loss. 
But gratitude enables us to hold the gift and weather the loss. 

 
Thanksgiving is essential to all of life. 
Amen. 


