
 
 
A Service of Lessons & Carols 
December 24, 2021 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
 
Prelude: “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”  arr. Mary Gifford 

“Joseph Dearest, Joseph Mine”  arr. Michael Burkhardt 
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”  arr. Wilbur Held 

 

Call to Worship 
All Singing: 87 “Once in Royal David’s City” 
 Soloist singing verse 1, choir verses 2 and 3 
 * People standing and singing verses 4 and 5 
 
L IGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Reader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
People:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Reader:  Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
People:  We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
Reader:  To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
People:  In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 

* OPENING PRAYER  
Minister: Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve be it our care and delight to prepare 

ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a 
manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought 
to us by this Holy Child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. 
 



But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over 
all the earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build.  And 
because this would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 
poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body 
and in mind and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 
little children; all who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who by sin have grieved his 
heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon 
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, 
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we 
for evermore are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the 
words which Christ himself taught us:  

 
People: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

 
 

Proclamation 
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19  The Separation from Paradise 
 
Choir: “O Children Come” by Keith & Kristyn Getty 
  arr. Joseph M. Martin 

Hear the cry from Bethlehem. O children come! 
Son of God now born to men. O children come! 
Bring your troubles, bring your fears, 
Bring the needs that draw you near, 
Find the hope of all the years – O children come! O children come! 
 
Peace on earth good will to men. O children come! 
Righteous rule that will not end. O children come! 
Lay down all your bitterness, 
Turn from sin’s toil and distress, 
Find His grace and perfect rest – O children come! O children come!  
 
Where the Father’s grace has walked. O children come! 
Where you see the hurt and lost. O children come! 
Show the mercy shown to you, 
Gifts of kindness to renew, 
Love from hearts sincere and true – O children come! O children come! 

 
SECOND LESSON:  Genesis 22:15-18  God’s Promise to Faithful Abraham 
 

* All Singing: 67 “Blessed Be the God of Israel” 
 
THIRD LESSON:  Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9  The Peace That Christ Will Bring 
 
Choir: “Before the Marvel of This Night” by Carl Schalk 

 
Before the marvel of this night 
Adoring, fold your wings and bow, 
Then tear the sky apart with light 
And with your news the world endow. 



Proclaim the birth of Christ and peace, 
That fear and death and sorrow cease: 
Sing peace, sing peace, sing gift of peace. 
Sing peace, sing gift of peace. 
 
Awake the sleeping world with song, 
This is the day the Lord has made. 
Assemble here, celestial throng, 
In royal splendor come arrayed. 
Give earth a glimpse of heav’nly bliss,  
A teasing taste of what they miss: 
Sing bliss, sing bliss, sing endless bliss. 
Sing bliss, sing endless bliss. 
 
The love that we have always known, 
Our constant joy and endless light, 
Now to the loveless world be shown, 
Now break upon its deathly night. 
Into one song compress the love, 
That rules our universe above: 
Sing love, sing love, sing God is love. 
Sing love, sing God is love. 

 
FOURTH LESSON:  Luke 1:26-35, 38  The Angel Gabriel & Mary 
 

* All Singing: 68 “Told of God’s Favor” 
 
FIFTH LESSON:  Luke 2:1-7  The Birth of Jesus 
 
Soloist: “Love Was Born Today” Coleman 

 
This is the manger warm with hay 
Where a king in the form of a baby lay 
The angels looked down from quiet skies,  
To where the tiny baby lies. 
 
They sang a carol soft and sweet,  
while shepherds came, this babe to meet 
The precious savior prince of peace 
God is with us now, God is with us now. 
 
His mother sings a lullaby,  
The tiny baby lets out a sigh, 
And wisemen followed a star by night 
Bringing gifts to worship this wondrous sight 
 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
Emmanuel, God is near. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
Love was born today, 
Love was born today. 
 
In a world so dark and torn apart 
This hope was born for every heart 
That each one here their soul to win, 
The Son of God will enter in. 

 
SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 2:8-20  The Shepherds Go To the Manger 



Choir: “The First Noel”  arr. by Dan Forrest 
 
The First Noel, the Angels did say 
Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay 
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
On a cold winter's night that was so deep. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel – Born is the King of Israel! 
 
They looked up and saw a star 
Shining in the East beyond them far 
And to the earth it gave great light 
And so it continued both day and night. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel – Born is the King of Israel! 
 
Then let us all with one accord 
Sing praises to our heavenly Lord 
That hath made Heaven and earth of naught 
And with his blood mankind has bought. 
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Born is the King of Israel! 

 
SEVENTH LESSON:  Matthew 2:1-11  The Magi Follow the Star 
 

* All Singing: 82 “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
EIGHTH LESSON:  Luke 2:25-35  God’s Salvation is Revealed by Simeon 
 
Choir: “One Sweet Little Baby”  arr. Shawn Kirchner 

 
O Mary, shining glory! The Lord smiles upon you. 
What a blessing is this little baby that you brought to our world,  
all for the love of one sweet little baby, we have come so far. 
 
O, a good old man named Simeon said,  
“I’m never gonna rest till I see that Messiah child and hold him to my breast.” 
O all for the love of one sweet little baby, we have come so far. 
 
Many gonna speak against you, child, they’ll crucify all that’s true. 
And your Mother Mary she will bear a pain that will pierce her heart through,  
O all for the love of one sweet little baby, all for the love of a child. 
 
O Jerusalem, your children are so tired of war. 
My Lord, it’s time to walk with your children once more. 
All for the love of a child, all for the love of one sweet little baby,  
we have come so far. 

 
* NINTH LESSON:  John 1:1-14  The Mystery of the Incarnation 

 
* All Singing: 76 “O Come All Ye Faithful” 

 
 

Dedication 
OFFERING  
1. General Fund 
 
OFFERTORY  “On Christmas Night All Christians Sing”  arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 “Come, All Ye Shepherds”  arr. Richard Warner 
 “French Noel”  arr. Richard Warner 



* All Singing: 81 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
 Singing verse 5 and refrain 

 
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,  
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

 
 

Sending 
* Choir: “A Christmas Blessing”  Philip Stopford 

 
May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, 
the worship of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas; 
May Christ by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly, 
all things heavenly, and fill you with joy, and peace. 
And the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Minister:  God is with us. Live in Peace. 
People: Amen. 
 

* All Singing: 85 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 
Postlude: “Carol of the Bells”  arr. Melody Bober 
 
 
Worship Leaders 
Organist / Pianist: Lynn Hollender Christ Candle: Carpenter Family 
Pianist: Mary Medema First Lesson: Ginny Carpenter 
Choir Director: David Baar Second Lesson: Keith Starkenburg 
Choir Accompanist: Beverly Baar Third Lesson: Emily Drenth 
Soloists: Helen Van Wyck Fourth Lesson: Kris DuBois 
 Marjie Coleman Fifth Lesson: Mary McKinstry 
 Lisa Dykstra Sixth Lesson: Moriah Dykstra 
Cellist: Adeline Larsen Seventh Lesson: Mia Starkenburg 
Violinist: David VanderWeele Eighth Lesson: Jeff Carpenter 
Bodhran: Paul Mulchrone Ninth Lesson: Roger Nelson 
Minister: Roger Nelson 
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