
 
 
Ash Wednesday 
March 2, 2022 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
 
Prelude: “What Wondrous Love Is This?” arr. John Carter 
 

Gathering 
WELCOME & L IGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Acolyte: Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. For he didn’t 

consider equality with God something to be grasped, but he emptied himself, 
even unto death on a cross. As we wait for the day of resurrection let us look  
to Jesus. 

 
* CALL TO WORSHIP  

Liturgist: God is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble. 
All: Therefore, we will not fear. 
 
Liturgist: Though the earth should change, 

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea, 
though the waters roar and foam, 
the mountains tremble with its tumult. 

All: We will not fear. The Lord Almighty is with us;  
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
Liturgist: Come and see the works of the Lord. 

He makes wars to cease, 
He breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 
He burns the shields with fire. 

 
All: God so loved the world that he gave his only Son. 

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order 
that the world might be saved through him.  John 3:16-17 adapted 



 
Liturgist: Be still and know that I am God. 

I will be exalted among the nations. 
I will be exalted in the earth. Psalm 46 adapted 

 
* All Singing: 134 “Throughout These Lenten Days and Nights” 

 
Ash Wednesday Collect 
 
Choir: “All Things of Dust to Dust Return” John Ferguson 
 

All things of dust to dust return on earth and in the sky. 
The hottest suns that burn in time grow dim and die. 
The fish that leap, the birds that soar, the newborn young at play, 
The leaves that fill the forest floor revert to dust and clay. 
Lord mark with dust and ash so I may comprehend  
That ev’ry moment here and now links me to that same end. 
I share with all that breathe and burn, that flare and fade and tire 
Yet by their waning light discern your own undying fire. 
Lord, mark upon my brow this sign: a stark and barren cross 
Reminding me that though divine you know my pain and loss, 
And at the touch of dust and ash awake my heart to view 
How death itself is but a flash that dies away in you. 
 — Thomas H. Troeger 

 

Proclamation 
SCRIPTURE READING  
Old Testament: Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
Gospel:  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 
Meditation 
 

* All Singing: 613 “Come to the Savior Now” 
 

Invitation 
Liturgist: Friends in Christ, every year at the time of the Christian Passover we celebrate our 

redemption through the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lent is a 
time to prepare for this celebration and to renew our life in the paschal mystery. 
We begin this holy season by acknowledging our need for repentance, and for 
mercy and forgiveness proclaimed in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

 
All: We begin our journey to Easter with the sign of the ashes. This ancient sign 

speaks of the frailty and uncertainty of human life, and marks the penitence of 
this community. 

 
Elder: I invite you, therefore, in the name of Christ, to observe a holy Lent by self-

examination and penitence, 
  by prayer and fasting, 
  by works of love, 
  and by reading and meditating on the Word of God. 
 

Let us bow before God, our Creator and Redeemer, and confess our sin. 
 
Silent reflection and confession 
 
Liturgist: We join our hearts in prayer. 



All: God of love and faithfulness, 
forgive our sins, our failures, and our shortcomings. 
Make our hearts clean and our paths straight. 

 
Choir:  “Come, Peace of God” Eugene Butler 

 
Come, peace of God, and dwell again on earth, 
Come with the calm that hailed thy prince's birth, 
Come with the healing of thy gentle touch, 
Come, peace of God, that this world needs so much. 
 
Break ev’ry weapon forged in fires of hate, 
Turn back the foe that would assail thy gate; 
Where fields of strife lie desolate and bare 
Take thy sweet flow'rs of peace and plant them there. 
 
Bring selfish lives from shadowlands of loss 
Into the radiance of the Savior's cross, 
Where in that gift so precious, yet so lone, 
Life finds its brotherhood and love its throne. 
 
Come, blessed peace as when in hush of eve 
God's benediction falls on souls that grieve; 
As shines a star when weary day departs, 
Come, peace of God, and rule within our hearts. 

 

Imposition 
Elder: Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return. 
All: Jesus is the resurrection and the life. 
 
During the imposition, Piano Solo: “Were You There?”  arr. Sharon Ellery Rogers 
 

* All Singing: 737 “Have Thine Own Way, Lord” 
 
PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING & INTERCESSION  
 

Sending 
* BENEDICTION 

 
* All Singing: 746 “Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God” 

 
Please exit the sanctuary in silence 
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