
 
 
Service of Lessons & Carols 
December 24, 2022 
 

* Please stand if you are able 
 
Prelude: “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” by Brahms 
 

Call to Worship 
Singing: 87 “Once in Royal David’s City” 

Soloist singing verse 1, choir singing verses 2 and 3 
 * All standing and singing verses 4 and 5 
 
L IGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE 
Reader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
All:  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
Reader: Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 
All: We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. 
 
Reader:  To us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
All:  In the Word was life, and the life was the light of all people. 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Minister: Beloved in Christ, this Christmas Eve be it our care and delight to prepare 

ourselves to hear again the message of the angels; in heart and mind to go to 
Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and the Babe lying in a 
manger. Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of 
God from the first days of our disobedience unto the glorious Redemption brought 
us by this Holy Child; and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. 
 
But first let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over 
all the earth; for unity and brotherhood within the Church he came to build. And 
because this would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the 



poor and the helpless, the cold, the hungry and the oppressed; the sick in body 
and in mind and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and the 
little children; all who do not know the Lord Jesus, or who by sin have grieved his 
heart of love. 
 
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon 
another shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, 
whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we 
for evermore are one. 
 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the 
words which Christ himself taught us:  

 
People: Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Proclamation 
FIRST LESSON:  Genesis 3:8-15, 17 
THE SEPARATION FROM PARADISE  
 
Choir: “Dadme albricias, hijos d’Eva” (Anonymous Villancicos 1556) 

 
Sons of Eve, reward my tidings! Why should we make gifts to you?  
Born is He, the Adam new. Almighty God, what glad tidings!  
 
Pay my boon, and sing for joy, for tonight is born our Savior,  
The Messiah promised to us, man and God, a virgin’s boy.  
 
By His birth He gives us pardon for the sin and wrong we do. 
Born is He, the Adam new. Almighty God, what glad tidings!  

 
SECOND LESSON:  Genesis 22:15-18 
GOD’S PROMISE TO FAITHFUL ABRAHAM  
 

* All Singing: 35 “You Are Our God; We Are Your People” 
Singing verses 2 – 4 

 
THIRD LESSON:  Micah 5:2-4 
FORETELL ING THE GLORY OF BETHLEHEM  
 
Choir: “My Heart Your Bethlehem” by Schram and Gaines 

(Quoting “O Little Town of Bethlehem” by Louis Redner) 
 
Will you have a place to lay your head on the night of your holy birth; 
A crown, or a robe of royal thread, as your life begins on earth? 
Though some will not receive you, or know just who you are, 
I will prepare a place for you, a home within my heart. 
 
I’ll make my heart your Bethlehem, where you, O Lord, can enter in. 
Shine your light, let your life in me begin, and make my heart your Bethlehem. 
 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us we pray. 
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today! 
Though some will not believe you are the Savior born for them, 
I will prepare a place for you: my heart, your Bethlehem. 



 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n. 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heav’n. 
Though some will not receive you, or know just who you are, 
I will prepare a place for you, a home within my heart. 
 
I’ll make my heart your Bethlehem, where you, O Lord, can enter in. 
Shine your light, let your life in me begin, and make my heart your Bethlehem. 

 
FOURTH LESSON:  Luke 1:26-35, 38 
THE ANGEL GABRIEL  & MARY  
 

* All Singing: 74 “Savior of the Nations, Come” 
Singing verses 1 – 3 

 
FIFTH LESSON:  Luke 2:1-7 
THE BIRTH OF JESUS  
 
Soloist: “Love Was Born Today” Coleman 

 
This is the manger warm with hay 
Where a King in the form of a baby lay 
The angels looked down from quiet skies  
To where the tiny baby lies. 
 
They sang a carol soft and sweet  
While shepherds came, this babe to meet 
The precious Savior, Prince of Peace! 
God is with us now. God is with us now. 
 
Emmanuel, God is with us 
Emmanuel, God is near 
Emmanuel, God is with us 
Love was born today. Love was born today. 
 
His mother sings a lullaby  
The tiny baby lets out a sigh 
And wisemen followed a star by night 
Bringing gifts to worship this wondrous sight. 
 
In a world so dark and torn apart 
This hope was born for every heart 
That each one here their soul to win 
The Son of God will enter in. 

 
SIXTH LESSON:  Luke 2:8-20 
THE SHEPHERDS GO TO THE MANGER  
 
Choir: “Hallelujah” (from The Mount of Olives) Ludwig von Beethoven 

 
Hallelujah unto God’s almighty Son. Praise the Lord ye bright angelic choirs  
in holy songs of joy. Man proclaim His grace and glory, Hallelujah! 

 
SEVENTH LESSON:  Luke 2:21-26 
JESUS RECEIVES HIS  NAME  
 

* All Singing: 99 “Jesus, Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child” 
Choir singing once, all joining to sing twice 

 



EIGHTH LESSON:  Matthew 2:1-11 
THE MAGI  FOLLOW THE STAR  
 
Choir: “A Christmas Carol” by Norman Dello Joio 

 
The Christ-child lay on Mary's lap, his hair was like a light.  
O weary, weary were the world, but here is all aright. 
 
The Christ-child lay on Mary's breast, his hair was like a star.  
O stern and cunning are the kings, but here the true hearts are. 
 
The Christ-child lay on Mary's heart, his hair was like a fire.  
O weary, weary is the world, but here the world's desire. 
 
The Christ-child stood at Mary's knee, his hair was like a crown.  
And all the flowers looked up at Him, and all the stars looked down. 

 
NINTH LESSON:  John 1:1-14 
THE MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION  
 

* All Singing: 76 “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 

Dedication 
OFFERING  
1. General Fund 
 
OFFERTORY  “Away in a Manger” arr. Porter 
 

* All Singing: 81 “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” 
 
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son,  
Evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 
Come and worship, come and worship, worship Christ, the newborn King! 

 

Sending 
* Choir: “A Christmas Blessing” by Philip Stopford 

 
May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, 
the worship of the wise men, the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 
and the peace of the Christ child be yours this Christmas; 
May Christ by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly, 
all things heavenly, and fill you with joy, and peace. 
And the blessing of God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 
Minister: God is with us. Live in Peace. 
All: Amen. 
 

* All Singing: 85 “Silent Night, Holy Night” 
 
Postlude: “Silent Night” arr. Swim and Brown 
 
 
 
 
 



Worship Leaders 
Organist / Pianist: Lynn Hollender Christ Candle: DuBois Family 
Cellist: Adeline Larsen First Lesson: Mark Friesen 
Soloists: Helen Van Wyck Second Lesson: Beatrix Larsen 
 Marjie Coleman Third Lesson: Karen Reppmann 
Choir Director: David Baar Fourth Lesson: Kris DuBois 
Choir Accompanist: Dora Diephouse Fifth Lesson: Steve Evenhouse 
Minister: Roger Nelson Sixth Lesson: Elizabeth Friesen 
  Seventh Lesson: Tony Reppmann 
  Eighth Lesson: Adeline Larsen 
  Ninth Lesson: Roger Nelson 
 
 
Hymns are from Lift Up Your Hearts (Faith Alive Christian Resources, 2013) 
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